
4. Vary the types of sentence 
you use: 

• Simple: Includes a subject 
matter, verb and an object 

• Compound: joins two simple 
sentences using connectives 

• Complex: a main clause and 
a dependent cause. 

1. I have written clearly so my teacher can read it or have 
typed it; 
 
2. Checked spellings and corrected errors; 
 
3. I have used full sentences with a subject and a verb; 
 
4. I have corrected punctuation and grammar; 

 
5. I have checked that I have not mixed up my homophones 
(where/wear); 
 
6. I have paragraphed using the tiptop rule:  
(you move onto a new paragraph when you change time, place, 
topic or person); 

 
7. I have used connectives to make links between my ideas 
 
8. I have used different types of sentences 
-simple: a subject a verb and an object; 
-compound: joins two simple sentences using connectives 
-complex: a main clause that can stand alone and a 
dependent cause 
 
9.     I have included detail to explain my points 
 
10.     My writing is suitable for the audience it is intended 
for 

 
 

1. Making a start 
Boxing up the text: 

• Plan-it: organize your ideas 
• Link-it: join your ideas effectively 
• Express-it: add detail to explain your ideas 

2. The  three ingredients for a good piece of 
writing 

• Beginning: Hook your reader by introducing 
what you are going to explain in an interesting 
way 

• Middle: explain your points in a logical way, 
use subject specific terms and interesting 
language 

• End: sum up your points and explain your final 
opinion or chosen reason to conclude your 
writing. 

5. Choose your connectives: 
 (build your argument and explain your 

ideas) 
• When, because, so since 
• Therefore, this 

allows/enables, this was 
caused by, this resulted 
from, this could be explained 
by 

• Another reason for 
• Consequently, owing to the 

fact that 

3. Start your sentence in different ways: 
• With an adjective: 
Terrible rain showers affected… 
 
• With a verb: 
Laying on the grass 
 
• With a preposition: 
Within the house lay a terrible  
secret 
 
• With an adverb: 
Ferociously the lion roared 
 
• With a pronoun 
He ran away 
 
• With a  connective: 
Therefore the cause of the fire 
 
• With a noun: 
Harry’s birthday… 

7. Have you answered the question? 
• Describe: give a clear description 
• Summarise: Give an overview of the key points 

Compare: Explain the similarities or advantages 
• Contrast: Explain the differences or disadvantages 
• Analyse: Identify the separate factors, explain how 

they are related and how significant each one is 
• Explain: Write in detail giving reasons to justify an 

example 
• Justify: Give reasons to explain your point of view 
• Evaluate: Consider the key points and give a 

conclusion stating your point of view. 

6. Remember the Tiptop rule: 
You move onto a new paragraph 

when you change time, place, 
topic or person 

Finished? 
Now check your  
Work carefully 
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