
Knowledge Organisers: a how to.
1. What is a knowledge organiser?

A KO is a tool which sets out for both teachers and 
students exactly what knowledge is vital in the 
curriculum. It clarifies for everyone – student, 
parent, teacher, head teacher – exactly what is being 
taught. It does not preclude interesting tangents.

The discipline of distilling onto a single page what is 
most important about each of our four cycles is 
hugely valuable for us as professionals.  

A KO should be given to every student at the 
beginning of every new topic as the bedrock of what 
must be known. 

2. How do I make a knowledge organiser?

First, consider what it is that you want students to know by heart at the end of a topic: what’s essential? 
However, if you can’t place all this knowledge on to one sheet of A4 then it’s too much.

Also, what are the essential forms of knowledge that your subject requires? For example, in history students 
must have chronological knowledge, and so a timeline is vital. 

Next, consider how you’re going to format the KO. It probably makes sense for each cycle’s KO to have a 
similar theme, give or take a few elements. So, in history there will always be a timeline, key people and key 
words, plus maybe a map or a threshold concepts. A uniform approach for your subject is probably desirable.

Finally, when creating the KO do number and embolden the information. Numbering helps with quizzing, 
whilst emboldening key words allows pupils to peer-mark potentially complex definitions, working out which 
terms are vital in them.

3. How do I use a knowledge organiser?

1. Look, cover, write, check.
2. Quick quizzes on one area at any point in a lesson. 
3. Jumble the answers to ensure students don’t just remember the correct order.
4. Blank out certain columns on a PPT for students to fill in.
5. As a revision guide.

4. Where can I find out more about knowledge organisers?

Joe Kirby writes about his use of KOs at pragmaticreform.wordpress.com.
James Theobald has created a collection of ready-made KOs at othamarstrombone.wordpress.com.
Shaun Allison writes about his use of KOs at classteaching.wordpress.com.

You are also welcome to ask Toby French about KOs, or even watch him using them in a lesson. He has lots of 
examples.

https://pragmaticreform.wordpress.com/2015/03/28/knowledge-organisers/
https://othmarstrombone.wordpress.com/2015/05/27/want-to-share-knowledge-organisers/
https://classteaching.wordpress.com/2015/05/24/knowledge-organisers-in-science/

