
 
GC SE English Literature    Paper 1  Section A : Macbeth  

 

What have I got to do here?  

 

 

How do I approach  this type of question ?  

Step  Action  
1.  Underline  the focus of the question  
2.  Mind map  everything you know about this in the whole play . 

Think of e xamples, quotes, key words , contextual issues. Get as 
much down as you can.  
 

3.  Read  through the extract  and highlight/underline  short quotes  
that show what the question is asking you to explore.  
 

4.  Circle  interes ting words  which relate to this  

5.  Find and annotate  at least 3 language features  

6.  Big thinking . What is Shakespeare trying to tell us here?  

 

 

 

Question  Marks  Total  
time  

Planning  
time  

Writing  
time  

No.  
of 
para
grap
hs 

You will be given a short 
extract with a speci�c 
question about a 
character or theme  

34 52 7 45 4  

Juxtaposition 

Foreshadowing 

Dramatic irony 

Tragedy 

Iambic 
pentameter 

Soliloquy 

Motif  

Tip: Get 
dramatic!

! !  

 

Level 6 Key 

words:  

Critical  

Exploratory  

Judicious  

Examines  

Key themes:  

Ambition  
Guilt  

Good and evil  
Power  

Masculinity & femininity  
Fate  

The Supernatural  
 
 

Contextual issues:  

1. Punishment  for conspirators 
following the gunpowder plot  
2. Superstition surrounding 
witchcraft (King James I fear )  
3. Patriarchal  expectations  
4. Divine right of kings  
 

 

Tip: Consider 
alternative 

interpretations 

Thinking process  

What  is the quote to show this and what does it mean? 
(AO1)  
Why  is the writer doing this? (AO1 ) Is he trying to draw our 
attention to issues at the time? (AO3)  
How  does he use a particular method (language feature) 
to show this (AO2 ) 
Where  else are these ideas similar or di�erent? (link to the 
rest of the play) (AO1)  

 

How to structure your answer:  
 
Shakespeare presents ______ through  ______ in this extract.  
This is highlighted in the quote , ‘…  
This makes the audience  imagine…  
Shakespeare could also be trying to suggest … 
Furthermore, Shakespeare uses [word/language feature] 
‘___’ in an interesting way to suggest…  
This is similar/di erent to earlier/later in the play, when 
he/she states, ‘_____’. This implies… 

 

Key quotes: 

Macbeth Lady Macbeth Others 
‘So fair and foul a day 
I have not seen’  
 
‘Vaulting ambition’  
 
‘I dare do all that 
become a man’  
 
‘Is this a dagger I see 
before me? Let me 
clutch thee’  
 
‘Macbeth does murder 
sleep’  
 
I am in blood 
Stepp’d in so far that, 
should I wade no 
more, 
Returning were as 
tedious as go o’er.”  
 
‘full of scorpions is 
my mind’  
 
‘Life's but a walking 
shadow’ 
 

"Look like the 
innocent flower, but 
be the serpent 
under't." 
 
‘Unsex me here’  
 
‘Nor heaven peep 
through the blanket of 
darkness’  
 
‘take my milk for gall’  
‘dashed the brains 
out’ (of a baby) 
 
‘in�rm of purpose’  
 
‘I shame to wear a 
heart so white’  
 
‘the sleeping and the 
dead are but pictures’  
 
"Out, damned spot!’’  
 

"Fair is foul, and foul 
is fair." (The witches) 
 
‘from the knave to the 
chaps’ (the captain)  
 
"There's daggers in 
men's smiles." 
(Donalbain) 
 
‘our fears do make us 
traitors’ (Lady 
Macduff) 
 
‘his title hang  loose 
about him, like a 
giant’s robe upon a 
dwar�sh thief’ 
(Angus) 

 

Key words:  

fate,  ambition,  morality,  witchcraft,  patriarchy  
hierarchy,  regicide, antithesis, motive, paranoia   
authority,  remorse, �aw, tragic, prophecy     
 

KNOWLEDGE ORGANISERS
THE ARGUMENT FOR MORE ORGANISATION

MAKE THE EXPERT’S SUBJECT ORGANISATION (SCHEMA) VISIBLE ORGANISATION IS KEY

@ o l i v e r c a v i g l i o l    |    t e a c h i n g h o w 2 s . c o m  

1 2

ORGANISATION AND RECALL NOVICES CAN’T ORGANISE TEACH HOW TO ORGANISE3 4 5

GRAPHIC ORGANISERS A GRAPHIC TIDY-UP OF LISTS 6 7 A GRAPHIC KNOWLEDGE ORGANISER8

It is important to distinguish between external and internal forms of knowledge organization. The external 
knowledge organisation may manifest in notebooks, file cabinets, and computers. The internal knowledge 
organization in a person’s head is much less apparent, yet most significant for a person’s thinking. But both 
forms of organization are important and mutually affect each other.

Organization is not everything there is to the 
learning process but it is basic. p.36

Strategies are deliberate controls ove the 
schemata that turn information (“out there”) into 
meaning (“in here”). p.35

Too often teachers require that they (students) 
remember fragments rather than integrated 
meanings. p.40

Pehrsson, R & Denner, P.,  1989, Semantic 
Organizers, Aspen Publication

Where the information being learned 

has a framework or structure that can 

be used to organise both the learning 

and the retrieval then memory is often 

considerably improved.

REIF, F., 2008, APPLYING COGNITIVE SCIENCE TO EDUCATION, BRADFORD BOOK MIT, p. 138

EYSENCK, M.W. (ed) 1994, THE BLACKWELL DICTIONARY OF 
COGNITIVE PSYCHOLOGY, BLACKWELL

DEFINE

COMPARE

SEQUENCE

BEFORE
No alignment of elements
Too many shapes
Box perimeters emphasised
Confusing orientation
Too many colours
Diffused ‘white space’

CAUSE & EFFECT

MIND MAP

DOUBLE BUBBLE CROSSED CONTINUA

FLOW CHART

FISHBONE INPUT–OUTPUT

CYCLE

CONCEPT MAP

Constituent, links,
connections, category,
part of, superordinate,
overview, whole… 

Similar, different, 
identical, in common,
unique, shared, 
contrast, features… 

Next, then, event, step, 
phase, initially, finally, 
penultimately, repeat,
subsequently…

Catalyst, influence, 
conditions, reasons, 
consequences, fault,
implications…

1

2

3

4

5

6

1 2 3 4 5 6
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Step Action 
Underline focus of the question
Mind map whole play

Read extract short quotes

Circle interesting words

annotate

Big thinking

 

Key themes: 

Ambition 
Guilt 

Good and evil 
Power 

Masculinity & femininity  
Fate 

The Supernatural  
 
 

Contextual issues: 

gunpowder plot

witchcraft 
Patriarchal
Divine right of kings

Thinking process 

 is the quote to show this and what does it mean? 
(AO1) 

 is the writer doing this? (AO1) Is he trying to draw our 
attention to issues at the time? (AO3) 

 does he use a particular method (language feature) 
to show this (AO2) 

 else are these ideas similar or different? (link to the 
rest of the play) (AO1) 

How to structure your answer: 
 
Shakespeare presents ______ through ______ in this extract. 
This is highlighted in the quote, ‘… 
This makes the audience imagine… 
Shakespeare could also be trying to suggest… 
Furthermore, Shakespeare uses [word/language feature] 
‘___’ in an interesting way to suggest… 

‘So fair and foul a day 
I have not seen’ 
 
‘Vaulting ambition’ 
 
‘I dare do all that 
become a man’ 
 
‘Is this a dagger I see 
before me? Let me 
clutch thee’ 
 
‘Macbeth does murder 
sleep’ 
 
I am in blood 
Stepp’d in so far that, 
should I wade no 
more, 
Returning were as 
tedious as go o’er.” 
 
‘full of scorpions is 
my mind’ 
 
‘Life's but a walking 
shadow’ 
 

"Look like the 
innocent flower, but 
be the serpent 
under't." 
 
‘Unsex me here’ 
 
‘Nor heaven peep 
through the blanket of 
darkness’ 
 
‘take my milk for gall’ 
‘dashed the brains 
out’ (of a baby) 
 
‘infirm of purpose’ 
 
‘I shame to wear a 
heart so white’ 
 
‘the sleeping and the 
dead are but pictures’ 
 
"Out, damned spot!’’ 
 

"Fair is foul, and foul 
is fair." (The witches) 
 
‘from the knave to the 
chaps’ (the captain) 
 
"There's daggers in 
men's smiles." 
(Donalbain) 
 
‘our fears do make us 
traitors’ (Lady 
Macduff) 
 
‘his title hang loose 
about him, like a 
giant’s robe upon a 
dwarfish thief’ 
(Angus) 

Macbeth
GCSE English Literature Paper 1 Section A: Macbeth

What do I do here?

Contextual issues:
 Punishment for conspirators following 
 the gunpower plot.
 Superstition surrounding witchcraft 
 (King James 1 fear)
 Patriarchal expectations
 Divine right of kings

Tip: get dramatic?
Juxtapositioning
Foreshadowing
Dramatic irony
Tragedy
Iambic pentameter
Soliloquy
Motif

Level 6 key words
Critical
Exploratory
Judicious
Examines

Key themes
Ambition
Guilt
Good and evil
Power
Masculinity and femininity
Fate
The Supernatural

Key quotes
Macbeth
So fair and foul a day I have not seen.
Vaulting ambition.
I dare do all that become a man.
Is this a dagger I see before me? Let me clutch 
thee.
Macbeth does murder sleep.
I am in blood. Stepp’d in so far that, should I 
wade no more, Returning were as tedious as 
go o’er.
full of scorpions is my mind.
Life’s but a walking shadow.

Lady Macbeth
Look like the innocent flower, but be the 
serpent under’t.
Unsex me here.
Nor heaven peep through the blanket of 
darkness.
take my milk for gall’
dashed the brains out (of a baby)
infirm of purpose.
I shame to wear a heart so white.
the sleeping and the dead are but pictures.
Out, damned spot!

Others
Fair is foul, and foul is fair (the Witches)
from the knave to the chaps (the captain)
There’s daggers in men’s smiles (Donalbain)
our fears do make us traitors (Lady Macduff)
his title hand loose about him, like a giant’s 
robe upon a dwarfish thief.
(Angus)

QUESTION

You will be given a 
short extract with a 
specific question about 
a character or theme.

Marks

34 52 7 445

Total 
time

Planning
time

Writing
time

No. of 
paragraphs

How do I approach this type of question?

Thinking process

STEP ACTION

Underline the focus of the question1

fate    ambition    morality    witchcraft    patriarchy    hierarchy    regicide    antithesis
motive    paranoia    authority    remorse    flaw    tragic    prophecy

What is the quote to show this and what 
does it mean?

How does he use a particular method 
(language feature) to show this (AO2)

Where else are these ideas similar or 
different? (link to the rest of the play)
(AO1)

Why is the writer doing this (AO1) Is he 
trying to draw our attention to issues at 
the time? (AO3)

2

Read through the extract and highlight/underline short quotes that show
what the question is asking you to explore.

Mindmap everything you know about this in the whole play.
Think of examples, quotes, key words, contextual issues.
Get as much down as you can.

3

Circle interesting words which relate to this.4

Find and annotate at least 3 language features.5

Big Thinking: what is Shakespeare trying to tell us here?6

How to structure your answer

Key words:

 Shakespeare presents ______________ through ___________ in this extract.
 This is highlighted in the quote: “…”
 This makes the audience imagine…
 Furthermore, Shakespeare uses (word/language feature) “_____” in an interesting 
 way to suggest…
 This is similar/different to earlier/later in the play when he/she states: “_______” This 
 implies that…

 

AFTER
Elements aligned
No intrusive shapes
Boxes reduced to horizontals
Just two clear orientations
Black and white
Concentrated ‘white space’

O L I V E R  C AV I G L I O L I

C U R R I C U LU M  C P D
DA M E  E L I Z A B E T H  

C A D B U RY  S C H O O L  
2  O C TO B E R  2 0 1 7  

• point 1
• point 2
• point 3
• point 4
• point 5

DON’T LET STUDENTS PLAY 
GUESS THE TEACHER’S SCHEMA.

LISTS AREN’T SCHEMA

Poorly organised knowledge cannot 

readily be remembered or used. But 

students don’t know how to organise 

their knowledge effectively.

REIF. F., 2008, APPLYING COGNITIVE SCIENCE TO EDUCATION, 
MIT PRESS

Teach the utility of good organisation.

Teach how to use good knowledge 
organisation.

Teach how to generate good knowledge 
organisation.

REIF. F., 2008, APPLYING COGNITIVE SCIENCE TO EDUCATION, 
MIT PRESS

KEY IDEAS, 
EVENTS, OR 

PEOPLE

ONE TYPE OF 
SUBSIDIARY 

INFORMATION

ANOTHER TYPE OF 
SUBSIDIARY 

INFORMATION


